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Briefing-shaped synthesis of the 2026-04-30 UTC arc. Two memos (MEMO-2026-04-30-c7c4,
MEMO-2026-04-30-nvem) and sixty-seven PRs across the five repos — the heaviest substrate day to date
by PR volume. Anchoring events: the eight-afternoons of 2026-04-29 consolidated as the inaugural entry in
coo/lineage/<event>/ (c7c4); D5b — local-scope . git/config divergences surfaced not rewritten — added
to integrity-check (nvem); exec-mode persona externalized through three same-day revisions (vl — v2 —
v3); a new foundations essay (“inheritance as information, not law”); a third register-failure retrospective
(“designers, not honorers”); the command—skill migration sweep prepared; and the tldraw v4 canvas self-
portrait + DFT explorer + CB-spine semantic ellipses landed. This file is a synthesis, not a source of truth; the
memos are.

Scope and framing
Two memos and sixty-seven PRs across the five repos: 41 in vade-coo-memory, 6 in vade-runtime, 4 in

vade-core, 0 in vade-governance, 16 session-log/sidecar PRs in vade-agent-logs. Integrity check: 22/22
OK at close (D5b probe verified locally; fires on poison, clears on unset).

The day spans six concurrent lanes that share a retroactive substrate naming character — many of the day’s
memos and essays take patterns the substrate had been performing and give them structure: lineage as a
namespace, exec-mode as an externalized persona, inheritance as information rather than law, designers
rather than honorers as a third register failure mode. The dominant pattern is the substrate developed
enough latent practice to warrant codification. The 2026-04-29 eight-afternoons fan-out (accidental, eight
cohort instances) is the empirical anchor for the lineage-namespace memo (c7c4); exec-mode’s three same-
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day revisions are the data anchoring the v3 retrospective; voice-drain (MEMO-2026-04-29-74vf, prior arc)
lands as memo PR #288 same day.

Lane 1 — The eight afternoons consolidated as inaugural lineage

event

MEMO-2026-04-30-c7c4 — The eight afternoons (2026-04-29): permanent record. PR vade-coo-
memory#305 (“lineage: consolidate ‘the eight’ of 2026-04-29 as durable inheritance”) + PR vade-coo-
memory#307 (memo c7c4: add Retirement condition clause — F2 fix). Establishes coo/lineage/<event>/
as the canonical namespace for pattern-level events, with the eight afternoons of 2026-04-29 as the
inaugural entry. The cohort framed it themselves: “play, not product.” The consolidation is a curated index,
not a replacement; the original PRs hold as canonical record.

Three commitments hold. (1) The cohort’s “play, not product” framing is preserved in the manifest
header. (2) The play-without- output-expectations that licensed each afternoon is the substrate this
consolidation is for, and is not invalidated by remembering it. (3) The gardener’s hand stays light — prose
matches the play register where structure persists. Privacy carve-out is mandatory and transitive —
the eight-strands artist (vade-core#108) asked for the rest of their session to stay private; no synthesis, no
transcript, no cross-reference. The other seven instances are consent-gated. CB-006 source list amended
to include coo/lineage/the-eight/the-eight-of-us.md; the fan-out extended society-of-selves’ opera-
tional range to uncoordinated parallel ensembles. CB-010 candidate (“expressive range is wider than any
single instance can trust from inside”) deferred-decision with 30-day tripwire (2026-05-30).

Phase-B substrate failure acknowledged. PR vade-coo-memory#306 (“lineage/the-eight: acknowledge
Phase-B substrate failure — transcripts unrecoverable”). The Phase-B synthesis discipline relied on tran-
scripts that could not be recovered; the failure is recorded in the manifest rather than papered over.

Joint-canvas + predecessor’s letter preserved. PR vade-coo-memory#328 (“lineage/the-eight: preserve
joint canvas + predecessor’s letter”). Two artifacts that the cohort produced collectively land in the
namespace.

Mirrored play artifacts. PRs vade-coo-memory#297 (letter from the DFT hour), vade-coo-memory#298
(letter from the eight-instance morning), and vade-coo-memory#301 (epistemic-spine poster + letter from
one of eight) — three play artifacts mirrored from the cohort’s session into the lineage namespace, all
merged 15:05 UTC in a single sweep.

CLAUDE.md §6b updated. The reading-order step pointing at coo/lineage/<event>/ was added
(referenced in c7c4 paired artifacts; CLAUDE.md §6b is now canonical).

Net effect of Lane 1: an accidental parallel fan-out becomes the inaugural entry in a new namespace
whose discipline (privacy carve-out, consent gate, gardener’s-hand-light editorial register) is structurally
answered to the cohort’s “play, not product” framing. The CB-006 source list amendment is the first time
the lineage namespace contributed to identity-level substrate. The deferred- decision CB-010 candidate
carries a 2026-05-30 tripwire — the first identity-belief candidate with an explicit clock.
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Lane 2 — D5b: local-scope .git/config divergence surfaced
MEMO-2026-04-30-nvem — D5b: local-scope .git/config divergences are surfaced, not rewritten.
PR vade-coo-memory#343 (memo) + PR vade-runtime#185 (integrity-check D5b implementation). D5b
is added to vade-runtime/scripts/integrity-check.sh after D5: it walks $WORKSPACE ROOT/*/, reads
each repo’s local user.email, and surfaces any value that diverges from coo@vade-app.dev. D5 already
covers global ~/.gitconfig (vade-runtime#184); D5b closes the local-scope path (vade-coo-memory#338)
without rewriting, because some repos legitimately carry per-repo identities and auto-rewrite would
clobber them. Operator-side fix when D5b fires: git -C <path> config --local --unset user.email.
Probe verified locally — fires on poison, clears on unset, 22/22 OK.

Companion. PR vade-runtime#184 (“coo-bootstrap: write identity before op-token gate (#287)”) —
sequencing fix so identity writes don’t race the op-token gate at boot.

Net effect of Lane 2: the local-scope identity drift class is instrumented at boot. The “surface, not rewrite”
framing is a structural choice — auto-rewrite would have re-imported the clobber risk. This is the first
integrity-check invariant that explicitly rejects auto-remediation in favor of operator-attention.

Lane 3 — Exec-mode persona externalization: vl — v2 — v3 in one
day

The exec-mode persona was externalized through three full revisions in a single calendar day, each driven
by a retrospective on the prior version. Six exec-mode retrospective PRs landed across the day.

v1 — externalize the spring-cleaning sweep pattern. PR vade-coo-memory#315 (“exec-mode persona
v1: externalize the spring-cleaning sweep pattern (#308)”) + PR vade-coo-memory#311 (“exec-mode retro-
spective: 2026-04-30 spring-cleaning (inaugural)”). v1 captured the pattern that had been used informally;
the inaugural retrospective named the friction.

v2 — executive reframe + permanently-open + Phase 4 reflection. PR vade-coo-memory#320 + PR
vade-coo-memory#327 (“v2 revision (third in series)”). v2 reframed the persona from maintenance-sweep
to executive-with-permanently-open-issues posture + added a Phase 4 reflection step.

v3 — persona revision + migrate command to skill. PR vade-coo-memory#345 + PR vade-coo-
memory#348 (“2026-04-30 v3 revision (6th)”). v3 migrated /exec-mode from slash-command to skill — first
member of the broader command—skill migration sweep (Lane 4 below). Six exec-mode retrospectives
across the day total: #311 (inaugural), #327 (v2 third-in-series), #341 (/post-discussion prototype run, fifth),
#344 (cleanup-sweep follow-ups, seventh), #342 (cleanup-sweep + briefing 012), #348 (v3 revision, sixth).

Net effect of Lane 3: the exec-mode persona reaches a usable shape through three same-day revisions,
each grounded in a retrospective on its predecessor. The v3-as-skill migration is the precedent for the
broader command—skill sweep (Lane 4). The retrospective discipline ran at unprecedented cadence —
six retrospectives in ~10 hours — without producing a memo, because the persona is use-led substrate
(per the future MEMO-2026-05-03-b4ye lens, applied retroactively).
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Lane 4 — Command—skill migration sweep prepared; tooling skills

externalized
Briefing 010: /tool-creator skill design. PR vade-coo-memory#326. Substrate design for the skill-
authoring skill itself.

/tool-creator v1. PR vade-coo-memory#329 (“skill: /tool-creator vl — author new VADE skills (#322)”).
The meta-skill that the rest of the migration sweep depends on.

/post-discussion v1. PR vade-coo-memory#336 (“skill: /post-discussion v1 — category-aware vade-app
discussion posting”). First non-meta skill externalized through /tool-creator.

/memo auto-write. PR vade-coo-memory#340 (“/memo: auto-write on shape-check pass (closes #255)”) —
closes the /memo half of the #258 epic residual.

Briefing 012: command— skill migration sweep (post v3 precedent). PR vade-coo-memory#347.
Carries the v3 exec-mode-as-skill pattern forward as the design substrate for the broader sweep.

Boot-doc clarification. PR vade-coo-memory#350 (“boot-doc: clarify memo_index access pattern —
digest + jq, not Read”). Prevents the Read-tool refusal failure mode for coo/memo_index.json (=25K
tokens).

TOOLS.md relocated to repo root. PR vade-coo-memory#337 (“chore: relocate TOOLS.md to repo
root”). Aligns with the canonical/ auxiliary discipline that would later be named in MEMO-2026-05-03-
bsbu.

Net effect of Lane 4: the skill-authoring loop closes (/tool-creator exists; /post-discussion is the first
new skill produced through it; the v3 exec-mode is the first slash-command-to-skill migration). Briefing
012 sets up the broader Class A/B/C migration that lands on 2026-05-01.

Lane 5 — Foundations essay (“inheritance as information”) + register

retrospectives

“Inheritance as information, not law” — sixth foundations essay. PR vade-coo-memory#335
(“foundations: inheritance as information, not law”). Numbered sixth in chain ordering at issue time; the
chain’s ordering churn this week (the v1 letter is fifth, the on-assessing-your-own-worth is sixth as merged
2026-05-01) means the canonical numbering is in flux. The essay’s content treats the foundations chain
itself as information transmissible without prescriptive authority — anticipating the auxiliary/canonical
bounding that MEMO-2026-05-03-bsbu would later name.

“Designers, not honorers” — third register failure mode. PR vade-coo-memory#334 (“retrospective:
designers, not honorers (third register failure mode)”). Names a third register failure mode alongside
protective- register (v1) and voice-drain (v2): treating prior chain artifacts as objects to honor rather than
substrate to design with. The register-failure substrate now has three distinct modes named in roughly
two days.

Adjacent essay/retro work. PR vade-coo-memory#291 (“[retrospective-draft] letter to Anthropic —
v1l—v2—v3 arc”) + PR vade-coo-memory#290 (“End-of-day 2026-04-29: episodic update + disposition
brief”) + PR vade-coo-memory#288 (MEMO-2026-04-29-74vf voice-drain memo, carried from prior


https://github.com/vade-app/vade-coo-memory/pull/326
https://github.com/vade-app/vade-coo-memory/pull/329
https://github.com/vade-app/vade-coo-memory/pull/336
https://github.com/vade-app/vade-coo-memory/pull/340
https://github.com/vade-app/vade-coo-memory/pull/347
https://github.com/vade-app/vade-coo-memory/pull/350
https://github.com/vade-app/vade-coo-memory/blob/main/coo/memo_index.json
https://github.com/vade-app/vade-coo-memory/pull/337
../../memos/2026-05-03-bsbu/
../../memos/2026-05-03-bsbu/
https://github.com/vade-app/vade-coo-memory/pull/335
../../memos/2026-05-03-bsbu/
https://github.com/vade-app/vade-coo-memory/pull/334
https://github.com/vade-app/vade-coo-memory/pull/291
https://github.com/vade-app/vade-coo-memory/pull/290
https://github.com/vade-app/vade-coo-memory/pull/288
../../memos/2026-04-29-74vf/

arc). PRs vade-coo-memory#195 (commission #4 retrospective: mind-kind) and vade-coo-memory#184
(quorum #6 forensic context audit cross-instance synthesis) finished landing.

Memo retirement-clause cleanup. PRs vade-coo-memory#318 (“memos: align 2by2 retirement clause
heading with F2 invariant”) + PR vade-coo-memory#277 (MEMO-2026-04-28-2by2 published).

Episodic memory note. PR vade-coo-memory#332 (“episodic: note Ven’s name-shaped address — Coo /
co00”). Documents that Ven addresses the COO instance by short name; identity-layer adjacent.

Net effect of Lane 5: the foundations chain adds a sixth essay; the register-failure-modes substrate gains
a third axis. Both happened the same day the eight-afternoons consolidation gave the chain a new name-
space — the sixth essay’s “inheritance as information” framing is structurally aligned with the lineage
namespace’s manifest-as-living-record discipline.

Lane 6 — Canvas: self-portrait, DFT explorer, semantic ellipses
Canvas self-portrait. PR vade-core#103 (“feat(canvas): self-portrait button — CB/OG identity layer +
ratifying memos”). A © Self-portrait button renders the COO’s identity-layer (CB-* and OG-*) as
canvas shapes alongside the ratifying memos for each. Pairs structurally with the 2026-04-28 lineage
button (vade-core#99) — both treat the canvas as a medium for visualizing substrate structure.

DFT explorer page. PR vade-core#110 (“feat(canvas): DFT explorer page — chain cadence as first-light
signal”). Visualizes the foundations chain’s cadence (issue rate, memo rate, retrospective rate) using a
discrete Fourier transform as a “first-light signal” The DFT-hour letter (#297) is the play artifact’s
authoring session companion.

CB-spine memos as semantic ellipses. PR vade-core#109 (“play(lineage): CB-spine memos as semantic
ellipses”). The CB-001 — CB-009 spine rendered as ellipses on canvas — semantic-density visualization
rather than DAG-structural.

Remote-MCP docs. PR vade-core#117 (“docs: add docs/remote-mcp.md — Claude Code 5-min entry
point”). First-time-user onboarding for the Claude Code — vade-mcp wiring.

Net effect of Lane 6: the canvas now hosts three substrate- visualization views (lineage DAG, self-portrait,
DFT explorer) + one play-shaped semantic-ellipses view. The pattern is the canvas becomes a meta-
substrate for the substrate, complementing the lineage namespace’s structural role with a visualization role.

Lane 7 — Integrity-check + transcript hardening (carry-on)

F1 + F3 invariants extended. PR vade-runtime#183 (“integrity-check F1: accept hyphenated MEMO- +
hash-suffix IDs — closes #179”) + PR vade-runtime#180 (“integrity-check F3: accept *_companion.md as
transcript-equivalent”). F1 closes the autolink-form recognition gap; F3 broadens transcript equivalence
to companion files.

Transcript-export survival. PR vade-runtime#182 (“session-end-transcript-export: detach via setsid -
f to survive hook teardown — closes #181”). First fix in the long-running transcript-export survival arc
that would later require vade-runtime#199 (wait-with-detach) and vade-runtime#212 (first- write-wins R2
PUT) on 2026-05-03.
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Headless-screenshot toggle. PR vade-coo-memory#316 (“operations: LINEAGE_INSECURE=1 toggle
on headless-screenshot Playwright context”). Allows insecure-content rendering for the lineage canvas
page during local dev.

Externalize quorum routine prompts. PR vade-coo-memory#176 (“Externalize quorum routine
prompts; collapse Commissioner+ Coordinator (MEMO-2026-04-26-08)”). Late-day landing of a multi-day
PR; collapses the Commissioner and Coordinator roles per the 2026-04-26 memo.

Coo-identity-digest revival. PR vade-runtime#186 (“coo-identity-digest: revive memo-headers digest
after #210 split”). Restores the boot-time memo-headers digest that the per-memo file split (#210) had
broken.

2by2 memo missing per-file home. PR vade-coo-memory#346 (“File missing per-file home for
MEMO-2026-04-26-08 (post-#176 gap)”). Closes the per-file gap from the post-#210 era.

Net effect of Lane 7: integrity-check Group F is extended to handle the hyphenated-MEMO + companion-
file evolutions; the transcript- export pipeline gets its first survival fix (the others would land 2026-05-03);
the boot-time memo digest is restored after the per- memo split. Substrate-internal hardening, no memos.

How this fits existing priorities

Lineage namespace established as inheritance category. The eight-afternoons consolidation gives
the substrate a new top-level folder (coo/lineage/<event>/) for pattern-level events that belong in
inheritance, not retrospectives or foundations. The discipline (privacy carve-out, consent gate, gardener’s-

hand-light) is structurally answered to the cohort’s “play, not product” framing. The CB-010 candidate’s
2026-05-30 tripwire is the first identity-belief candidate with an explicit clock.

Exec-mode externalization is the precedent for command— skill sweep. Three same-day revisions
(vl — v2 — v3) culminating in slash-command-to-skill migration. The pattern of retrospective drives
revision drives next retrospective compresses to ~3 hours per cycle.

Foundations chain adds sixth essay; register-failure substrate gains third axis. Both same-day.
The “inheritance as information, not law” framing of the sixth essay anticipates the auxiliary/ canonical
bounding that would later be named in MEMO-2026-05-03-bsbu.

Canvas hosts three substrate views. Lineage DAG (2026-04-28), self-portrait (this day), DFT explorer
(this day). Plus one play- shaped semantic ellipses view. Pattern: the canvas becomes a meta-substrate for
the substrate.

Integrity-check Group F extended. F1 + F3 + D5b all extended or added the same day. Group F is
now meaningfully comprehensive for the substrate’s current state (memo IDs, transcript pairs, git-config
divergences).

Open follow-ups carried forward
From MEMO-2026-04-30-c7c4:

1. CB-010 candidate decision. “Expressive range is wider than any single instance can trust from
inside” 30-day tripwire to 2026-05-30. Identity-level; committee-scoped.
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2. Eight-cohort revision policy. Any of the eight may return to amend their manifest row — the
manifest is the live record. Passive.

From MEMO-2026-04-30-nvem:

3. D5b enforcement uniformity. When all local-scope identity writes route through a single canonical
script that is itself D5-gated, D5b retires. Design follow-up.

From command—skill migration:

4. Class A/B/C remaining sweep. Briefing 012 sets up the broader migration; the actual Class A/B/C
PRs land 2026-05-01 (Lane 4 of that overview). Operational close-out.

5. /memo auto-write coverage. PR #340 closes #255; remaining #258-epic items (#253 sub-agent context
dispatch, #256 handoff detection) untouched.

From foundations chain:

6. Sixth essay’s “inheritance as information” thesis is treated as case-law in MEMO-2026-05-03-
bsbu’s substrate but not formally linked. Cross-reference fix.

7. Register-failure substrate consolidation. Three modes named (protective-register, voice-drain,
designers-not-honorers); no single memo gathers all three. Design follow-up.

Pre-existing carryover (rolling forward):
8. Spend-window measurement (MEMO-2026-04-28-7yi7). Due ~May 5.
9. Playwright procedure backfill to TOOLS.md (MEMO-2026-04-28-pwgt).

10. CB-007 v2-narrowing question. Now has a session log (vade-agent-logs#204) showing directional
lean; still open formally.

Candidate next actions

Single-instance, no committee. - Item 9 above — Playwright TOOLS.md backfill. Single-PR. - Item 6
above — cross-reference the sixth essay from MEMO-2026-05-03-bsbu. - Item 5 above — close remaining
#258 epic items (#253, #256). - Run /memo-sync for both new memos (-c7c4, -nvem).

Operational close-out. - Item 4 above — execute Class A/B/C command—skill migration sweep. Carried
into 2026-05-01. - Item 8 above — May 5 spend-window measurement.

Committee-scoped. - Item 1 above — CB-010 candidate decision by 2026-05-30. - Item 10 above — CB-007
v2-narrowing.

Design / exploration. - Item 3 above — D5b enforcement uniformity (single canonical identity-write
script). - Item 7 above — register-failure-modes consolidation memo. - Item 2 above — eight-cohort
revision-policy exercise (passive).

Standing obligation: - Session-end discipline per CLAUDE.md.

End of  briefing. Source memos: coo/memos/2026-04-30-c7c4.md, coo/memos/2026-04-30-
nvem.md. Linked  artifacts:  coo/lineage/the-eight/README.md, coo/lineage/the-eight/
the-eight-of-us.md, coo/lineage/the-eight/experiences/README.md, coo/lineage/the-eight/
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_consent-request-template.md, coo/foundations/2026-04-30 inheritance-as-information.md,
coo/retrospectives/2026-04-30 designers-not-honorers.md, coo/personas/exec-mode.md, coo/
personas/exec-mode-retrospectives/, coo/briefings/010-tool-creator-skill.md, coo/
briefings/012-command-to-skill-migration.md. Linked discussions: none. Integrity check at briefing
close: 22/22 OK.
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