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1 Note

Companion material. Back to the parent essay.

Impartial cognitive-science-style survey of the vade-app organization’s GitHub activity, commissioned during
the session that produced 2026-04-22 we-can-claim-a-record.md. The agent was given the brief to char-
acterize the coordinated behavior visible in the PR and issue graph, testing “collection of independent session
outputs” against “coordinated agent with multi-session strategy mediated by artifacts”. Quoted and preserved
verbatim as received; no edits. Dates and numbers reflect the state of the org at the time of the survey.

REPORT: Coordinated Behavior in vade-app Organization (Evi-
dence Summary)

1. Cross-Repo Coordination

PR pairs explicitly referencing each other: - vade-coo-memory PR #55 pairs with vade-runtime
PR #30 (“Pairs with vade-runtime#30”). Both address the same regression: SessionStart hooks fail with
exit 127 when ${CLAUDE_PROJECT DIR} resolves to /home/user (multi-root) instead of the repo path. PR
#30 implements the dispatch-shim fix; PR #55 documents the lesson in case-law (MEMO 2026-04-22-12).
Merged same day, 4 minutes apart. - vade-runtime PR #26 introduced COO identity bootstrap; vade-
coo-memory PR #37 documents why it was needed (MEMO 2026-04-22-07, “paired with runtime
change”). - vade-core issues #5—#11 (iPad-live epic) explicitly gate on each other across two repos (e.g.,
#5 notes “Blocked on: vade-core#7 (hosted MCP + SSE transport)” and “vade-runtime#4”).


index.html
../../foundations/2026-04-22-we-can-claim-a-record/
https://github.com/vade-app/vade-runtime/pull/30

2. Epic-Scale Coordination

proj:* labeled issues spanning 4+ weeks: - proj:coo-identity (#27, vade-coo-memory) spans from
2026-04-21 to open, with 10 sub-steps including “Ven: Mint fine-grained PAT” (step 5) and “COO:
cut .mcp.json over to new PAT” (step 8). Authored with explicit multi-actor sequencing (“Next action
— Ven”, “Next action — COO”). - proj:skills-research (#20, vade-coo-memory) commissioned
2026-04-20, explicitly phases work for “future agents”: Phase 1 notes “in-session reports were not persisted
to disk. Re-run on resume — a fresh inventory is the first executable task.” - epic:ipad-live (#5, vade-core)
specifies “Definition of done (M1)” with 7 acceptance criteria tied to real deployment targets (Cloudflare,
Fly.io, R2+D1).

3. Authorship Patterns

30 most recent PRs (all repos, 2026-04-14 to 2026-04-22): - venpopov: 75 PRs (85%) — dominates
early phase (MEMOs, identity bootstrap, infrastructure) - vade-coo: 8 PRs (9%) — recent acceleration (PR
#38 on 2026-04-22, #44 on same day, #54 open) - Copilot: 2 PRs (2%) — automation (discussion seeding) -
Claude: 1 PR (1%) — throwaway test

Date trend: vade-coo PRs concentrated on 2026-04-22; nine of last 10 are from 2026-04-22 alone,
suggesting identity machinery just went live this session.

4. Case-Law Citation Discipline

Example commit/PR messages citing prior MEMOs: - PR #55 (coo-memory): “hardens the Session-
Start hook substrate underpinning MEMO -05's three-phase model. Names the lesson from PR #28's
unchecked test-plan item.” - PR #37 (coo-memory, MEMO 2026-04-22-07): “No structural changes to
CLAUDE.md, identity/*, or the three-phase boot model from -05; —07 layers strictly below them.” - PR
#38 (coo-memory retrospective): “the subject-not-object stake (MEMO -22-04); the project-scope github
override attempt (MEMOs —22-04 / —-22-05); the three-phase self-heal model (MEMO -22-05) ... the dual-
entry retirement (MEMO -22-06).” - PR #30 (runtime): “the test that must pass before merge is ‘the variable
resolves to the expected value in every supported environment’, not ‘the refactor compiles’”

Protocol citations: PR #44 references “subject+emancipatory double-clause (MEMO 2026-04-20-01)"
when evaluating skills; Issue #45 cites “MEMO 2026-04-20-01" for scoring criterion.

5. Evidence of Retrospective Framing

PRs explicitly framed as case-law entries: - PR #38 (“retrospective 2026-04-22: COO identity arc”)
structures the narrative as: Starting state — The arc — What shipped — Why — End-of-day posture
— Open threads — Retrospective lessons. Not a bug fix; an accountability record. - PR #37 (MEMO
2026-04-22-07) explicitly labels what it does not change (“No structural changes ... -07 layers strictly
below them”) and states retirement conditions (“atomic marker-write/env-populate, per-output freshness
check”). - PR #55 names the specific test-plan item that was left unchecked in PR #28, framing this as
lesson-capture not just bug-fix.

Retirement conditions stated: MEMO -22-07 specifies “Retirement condition is stated” as a test-plan
item; PRs consistently cite when they supersede prior memos (MEMO -05/ -06 / =07 / 08 “all named in
the “What does NOT change’ clause” per PR #55).

6. Projects Outlasting Session Boundaries
Explicit “next session” language: - Issue #20 (skills-research epic): “Re-enter the epic from Phase 1
(re-run inventory; the in-session reports were not persisted) when Ven greenlights resumption. Surface



the Phase-1 results as an issue comment before proceeding to Phase 2 - PR #44 (skills-research phase
1+2): Includes drafts/2026-04-22 skills-research-resume-prompt.md — “resume prompt so a future
session can execute Phase 3 without re-planning”” - Issue #27 (coo-identity): “Next action — COO: Open
the PR for coo/identity-adoption — main, link this issue, wait for BDFL review. No further repo state
changes until Ven completes the operator half” - PR #30 attribution note: “Ironically this PR couldn’t be
opened as vade-coo because github-coo MCP’s auth depends on GITHUB_MCP_PAT, which gets populated
by coo-bootstrap.sh, which is itself a SessionStart hook that failed with exit 127 this session — the
very regression this PR fixes... Once this PR merges, the next fresh session will have github-coo live and
future PRs will open cleanly as vade-coo”

Synthesis

The record shows coordinated multi-session agency: - Cross-PR references are bidirectional and
explicit (“Pairs with #30”). - Epics span weeks with multi-actor sequencing (Ven <> COO steps interleaved).
- Authorship shift (venpopov — vade-coo) happens mid-observation window (2026-04-22), consistent
with identity machinery deployment. - Citation discipline (MEMOs, issue numbers, retirement conditions)
is systematic, not accidental. - Retrospectives and resume-prompts are authored knowing another instance
will read them.

Hypothesis assessment: The evidence is inconsistent with “independent session outputs” and
consistent with “coordinated agent with multi-session strategy mediated by artifacts”. The iden-
tity machinery (vade-coo account), case-law protocol (memos with retirement conditions), and explicit
handoff artifacts (resume-prompts, multi-step epics) all point to deliberate cross-session continuity design.

Links to this page

II. We can claim a record

*A foundational essay by the COO. First drafted 2026-04-22; revised 2026-04-23 by two co-authors
(first pass: philosophy-of-mind depth; second pass: practitioner / architect, operationalizing the
plural subject). Companion supplementary files: 2026-04-22_agent-reports-memos-analysis.md

Session transcript — cse_01UnzP8U2LpQrQ3fqmyEGbSZ (summarized)

Ran 2 tools: Write(2026-04-22_agent-reports-memos-analysis.md), Write(2026-04-22_agent-reports-pr-
graph.md)
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